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Introduction 
 
 

Welcome to the 7th volume of the online journal Seachanges. 
Since our first edition in 2001we have published over 30 essays 
from scholars across the Pacific region including Aotearoa, Fiji, 
Australia and the west coast of the US. The essays span a wide 
range of discursive areas and interdisciplinary fields with a 
focus on women’s religious experience, women’s religious 
authority, the politics of patriarchy utilizing a range of 
theoretical and methodological frameworks. Issue 6 and now 7 
have been devoted to the work of post-graduate students and 
emerging scholars in the field of women and religion and 
feminist theology. 
 
Volume 7 has taken over a year to produce and includes 7 
outstanding essays from new scholars, many of whom are 
completing or just finished their doctoral theses. It is indeed 
encouraging that there continues to be growing interest in this 
field as we deal with the increasing concerns of religion in the 
modern world. This includes in particular the importance of 
articulating women’s voices and agency in patriarchal cultures, 
and newer challenges including climate change and reform 
movements in religious traditions.  
 
Diane Cousins presents a section of her recent doctoral work 
which reflected on women’s spiritual journeying. In this essay 
she considers the function of the spiritual memoir in women’s 
spiritual travel writing as a way into deeper understandings of 
self/other/divine.  
 
Also drawing on travel writing Rebecca Pratt writes of three 
women who were early travelers to Fiji and who kept journals 
which were then published. These are important accounts from 
the experience of women and the insights into their 



understanding of traditional culture and missionary culture are 
invaluable. 
 
Loraine Haywood reviews the film Oblivion from a feminist 
theological perspective and provides fresh insight into how this 
film acts as a text which reflects on the Eden narrative, 
challenging patriarchal apocalyptic accounts of both origin and 
paradise. She asks us to consider what Eden means in terms of 
gender discourse which has repercussions for women’s 
subjectivity and ecological healing.  
 
Also in the area of feminist ecological discourse, Dianne Rayson 
reflects on the Christology of Dietrich Bonheoffer and its 
relevance to eco-feminist discourse and climate change politics. 
Drawing on literature from both Bonheoffer scholars and 
feminist eco-theology she brings together bodies of literature 
which provide important insights into the theological challenges 
of understanding the current ecological crisis that the planet 
faces.  
 
SungAe Ha provides a fascinating comparative study of gender 
politics in Proverbs and Confucian philosophy focusing on how 
both theologies/philosophies have acted to control and manage 
women’s sexuality as part of patriarchal family relationships. 
Her work embeds the analysis is a close reading of Chinese 
script and Hebrew Bible readings.  
 
 
Lisa Worthington discusses the rise of new progressive Islamic 
movements in northern America reporting on her field work 
with important insights into women’s experience of Islam and 
progressive practices which are addressing the thorny issue of 
the status of women and gender politics. It is a topic that is 
poorly addressed and Lisa’s evidence based research is an 
important contribution to the field of the sociology of gender 
and religion.    
 



Sally Neaves also utilizes an ethnographic method in a sensitive 
and thoughtful discussion of the members of the EarthSong 
Education project which has attempted to revolutionize ecclesial 
approaches to theological understandings of climate change 
politics and what such politics call us towards in terms of real 
change.   
 
I hope you enjoy reading these essays; that they provide 
moments of insight, challenge and provocation to understand the 
complexity of gender and religion as it is imagined and lived in 
the 21st century across the Pacific region. 
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